October 18, 2020
Revelation: Letters to the 7 Churches Ep. 5: To the Church in Thyatira
Revelation 2: 18-29 18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are
like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the
eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her
on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I
will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay
each of you according to your deeds. 24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and
have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25 except to hold on to what you
have until I come.’ 26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 27 that
one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery]—just as I have received authority from my
Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Understanding Thyatira:
• A Wealthy trade city of business guilds, but not one of the largest cities in Asia Minor
o Lydia: Acts 16:14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple
cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.
• A military city whose chief deity of the city was Apollo
Neo-secular paganism: The modern return to pagan beliefs and practices while maintaining a materialistic worldview.
The Declaration: Vs. 18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes
are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.
• Daniel 10:6 His body was like topaz, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the
gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.
A maturing deed filled church: Vs. 19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you
are now doing more than you did at first.
• A church without deeds is a dead church.
• Reminder: The church at Ephesus had deeds, but lost their first love.
A non-tolerant church: Vs. 20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.
• One purpose of the church is to define a moral code.
• Jezebel: Similarly, James L. Resseguie concludes that the Thyatiran Jezebel “is a false prophet who advocates
compromise and assimilation with the dominant culture.”
• Tolerance vs patience: Vs. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.
o Deeds repaid: Vs. 22-23 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with
her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will
know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.
The Reward: Vs. 26-28 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 27
that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery—just as I have received authority from
my Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star.
• Rule the nations: 1 Corinthians 6:2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the
world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases?
• Bright and morning star: REV. 21 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[a] this testimony for the churches. I am the
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
Small Group Questions
1. Deeds are seen as crucial to thriving and growing churches. What would deeds look like for a church like ours?
2. Believers in Thyatira needed to balance a life of faith while also maintaining prosperous businesses in a secular/pagan
culture. How do we maintain that balance as believers today?
3. Pastor Adam spoke to the difference between tolerance and patience (Verse 20). How do we maintain this balance
without allowing the world's beliefs to infiltrate the church and or our lives?
4. This passage speaks about physical consequences for sin. (Vs. 21-23) Does this intense verse seem fair to you? Do you
feel that God might still allow for this type of discipline today?
5. Are you currently finding it easier to share your faith in Jesus with others or more difficult as the world has been
experiencing great disruption this year?

