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Acts 2:42-47 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 

through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 

were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 

And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
 
 

The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by  
the compassionate actions of its members— Coretta Scott King 

 
 
 
Faith was never meant to be lived in solitude, but rather in solidarity 

• Solidarity: unity or agreement of feeling or action, especially among individuals with a common 
interest; mutual support within a group. 

 
Reclaiming Devotion: The biblical understanding of ecclesiastical devotion supposes love, loyalty and a 
hearts offering of time, treasure and talent for the betterment of a local community. 
 
Vs. 42 “And they devoted themselves” to what? 

• The Study and Truth of God’s Word 
o God’s word offers a compass and anchor. 

• The Fellowship 
o The majority of the New Testament is about community building 
o “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”- Matt 18:20 

• Breaking of Bread 
o In the New Testament bread is meant to be symbolic of the fellowship of believers.           
o "Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? Since there is one 

bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread." - 1 Cor 
10:16b-17 

• Prayer 
o "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land." - 2 Chronicles 7:14 

§ Large scale spiritual and social transformation begin at the doors of the local 
church and is not built upon large scale projects and programs, but rather 
crucified hearts. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week — 
These four devotions set the stage for a massive work of God in their community. 

• Vs. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 

o Relational reconciliation 
o Physical healing 
o Social restoration 
o Healed hearts 
o Favor in their community 
o New Christ Followers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food for the journey— Use these challenges and questions to dig deeper this week. 

1. Luke says that the early believers were devoted to their local church community. Is devotion to a local 
community of believers something valued by today’s church and what does modern devotion look like? 

2. This week consider your devotion to your local body of believers. Decide if God is calling you to dive in 
deeper. 

3. Jesus said that when 2 or 3 believers are gathered in one place that he is there among them. Why do 
you think he said this, leaving out the guarantee that he is there when only one believer is present. 

4. Do you feel that corporate prayer is possibly more effective than prayer by an individual. Does God 
perhaps put more stock in corporate prayer and if so, why? 

5. Pastor Adam showed that large scale social change begins at the door of the church with crucified 
hearts rather than social projects and programs. Why would God start with hearts before actions? 

	  


